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and sailors and soldiers. Others have found it
difficult to think that any really intelligent person
could be as tiresome as she often appeared to be,
as, for instance, in her many " love affairs " and
negotiations with the princes who proposed to
marry her. Yet to the English of her own day she
was " Gloriana", the Fairy Queen, or " that
bright Occidental Star Queen Elizabeth ", and all,
both supporters and critics alike, know that her
" reign was glorious and saw the spectacular rise of
England.
We can judge a little of her importance when
we think of her immense popularity.   The kings
before her, and the kings after her, were not
popular;    Lancastrians,   Stuarts,   down   to   the
Hanoverians, never earned that special love and
enthusiasm.   Elizabeth does stand out amongst
that long line in a quite different way.    People
who have come after have criticised her,  and
quarrelled over her, but she remains a human,
being whom we recognize as having made an
immense impression on her times.    She had a
marked character, whether we think it an agree-
able one or not, and her reign settled certain great
problems.    England became a great sea power,
she became Protestant, and she became glorious.
Elizabeth herself, because of the kind of woman
she was, helped to decide and influence that
progress.
So we have a double interest in studying her
life, in considering the great events which it saw